
THE “CALL IN” PERIOD FOR THIS SET OF MINUTES ENDS AT 12 NOON ON 
THURSDAY 17 AUGUST, 2017. 
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CENTRAL SEFTON AREA COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD AT THE FORMBY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE, 225 PARK ROAD, FORMBY, LIVERPOOL, L37 6EW

ON THURSDAY 15TH JUNE, 2017

PRESENT:

ALSO PRESENT:

Councillor  Carragher (in the Chair)
Councillors Atkinson, Bennett, Burns, Byrom, 
Carragher, Carr, Cummins, Dams, Dutton, 
Jamieson, Gannon, Dan T. Lewis, McCann, 
McGinnity, O'Hanlon, Page, Pitt, Roche, Roscoe, 
Sayers, Veidman and Webster.

Parish Councillors Carter, Clare, Coles, Ibbs, Bailey 
and Baker.

2 officers from Merseyside Police
2 members of the public

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 2017/18 

RESOLVED: That

(1) Councillor Carragher be appointed Chair for the Municipal Year 
2017/18; and

(2) Councillor Daniel Terence Lewis be appointed Vice-Chair for the 
Municipal Year 2017/18.

2. GRENFELL TOWER FIRE AND MANCHESTER AND LONDON 
TERROR ATTACKS 

The Chair made reference to the fire at Grenfell Tower, London and the 
recent terror attacks in Manchester and London, expressed sympathy and 
condolences to the families and friends of all of those killed and wished a 
speedy recovery to all those injured.

All stood for a minutes silence as a mark of respect.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Grace, Kelly, 
McKinley and Owens and Parish Councillor Lee.
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4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interest were received.

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2017 be confirmed as a 
correct record.

6. PUBLIC FORUM 

During the Public Forum the following matters were raised:-

a) Councillor Mike Carter - Vice-Chair of Aintree Village Parish Council 
submitted the following question on behalf of Jack Colbert, Peter 
Gill, Ian Roxborough and Marion Wykes:-

In the presentation to the Health and Wellbeing Board of 14th 
December 2016 by Mel Wright on the subject of "Integration and 
Multi-Disciplinary working"  it was stated by Andrew Booth that 
success is measured by 'quality of life and full potential'.
 
In the recent presentation to community groups in the Aintree area, 
Liverpool CCG stated that at least 25% of GP appointments could 
not be treated medically and that community assets such as the 
Aintree Community Centre were for that reason an invaluable asset 
to the mental and physical health of residents. 
It was highlighted as a promoter of valuable and much needed 
health information whilst also promoting a sense of wellbeing.
 
Why then, despite having been given ample opportunity to do so, is 
Sefton MBC refusing to give any response to the granting of 
another lease to this 'invaluable' community asset, and thereby 
allowing the health of residents from newborn to pensioners to 
suffer while they continue to block the request, and in doing so 
squander this opportunity to help residents achieve both quality of 
life and full potential?

The following response had been provided by the Head of 
Communities:-
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Sefton Council is not allowing newborns or pensioners to suffer - we 
are reviewing our assets to enable our new model of delivery to be 
implemented.  This will enable services to be delivered in 
communities across the Borough and we will notify leaseholders 
when this is complete.

Mr. Colbert addressed the Committee giving details of the use of 
the Centre and urged that the Council take action to ensure that the 
Community Centre remained open.

b) Mr. M. Coles  Chairman of Formby Parish Council submitted the 
following question:-

For many years the toilet block in the car park in Furness Avenue 
has been closed and is falling to bits. It is a disgrace, a health 
hazard and the scene of anti-social behavior. As such, it presents a 
serious safety risk.

I am aware that this has been the subject of discussion between the 
Parish Council, Ward Councillors and Sefton officers over many 
years, but it is a disgrace that nothing has been done, to repair it, to 
refurbish it or knock it down. It cannot be left any longer, and the 
last advice given to the Parish Council at its regular Stewardship 
meetings was that it would be razed to the ground, but nothing has 
been confirmed. Sefton MBC will have noted that in the preparation 
of its Neighbourhood Plan, that residents expressed very strongly 
that public toilet provision should be provided in the center of 
Formby.

Informal advice has been given that it will be knocked down. Will the 
Area Committee please confirm whether this is correct, and if so 
can we insist that the appropriate elected representatives be 
consulted on what should now take place as a matter of urgency.

The Committee Administrator reported that a response from the 
Assets and Property Manager was awaited and would be forwarded 
directly to Mr. Coles.

c) Mr. Richards submitted the following question:-

Democratic deficit in Sefton.

"What we have here is a failure to communicate". May I propose 
that a 'communications officer' be established in your PR Dept. to 
disseminate relevant information. EPKs can be circulated to all 
relevant media organisations and pages constructed on S.M.B.C. 
website/blog, providing the public with a place to find details of 
relevant facts and any other information considered in proposals 
made by Councillors (perhaps interactive). There are too many 
questions not answered. Why were negotiations between S.M.B.C. 
and the National Trust kept secret? Why was £32.5 million 
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borrowed to purchase Bootle Shopping Centre and how much will 
this cost the council tax payer? Why must dogs always be kept on a 
lead, even on a beach or in a nature reserve? What are the facts to 
be considered to substantiate decisions made? Create good PR. 
Local democracy must not only be efficient; transparent and open, 
but must be seen to be so.

The following response had been provided by the Communications 
Manager:-

Most of the queries alluded to are part of reports which are 
publically discussed by local councillors and decisions made in 
public by Committees, Cabinet and/or Full Council. 

All the decisions are published online with many key decisions in 
turn becoming stories on the Sefton Council website,  
www.mysefton.co.uk  and highlighted via Sefton Council’s social 
media accounts and the local media.

Resolved: 

That the questions be noted.

7. POLICE ISSUES 

The Committee considered the reports of Sergeant Andrew Dentith and 
Sergeant Jon Coote.

Sergeants Dentith and Coote gave details of reported crime patters and 
trends referring to reported figures for March 2017 and highlighted issues 
relating to: anti-social behaviour; scrambler motor bikes; burglary rates; 
the beach safe programme for 2017; cycling on footpaths; the progress of 
the re-structuring of the force across the borough; and the force’s use of 
social media.

At the previous meeting an increase in burglary rates had been reported 
and it was indicated that action taken by the police had resulted in a 
significant reduction in the number of burglaries committed.

The vote was currently open for the public to select their Police priorities 
which it was hoped would help the Police to tackle the public’s perception 
of crime. Voting could be accessed via the Merseyside Police website.

Sergeants Dentith and Coote were present at the meeting and answered 
queries from the Committee.

RESOLVED:

That the Police be thanked for their presentation.

http://www.mysefton.co.uk/
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8. PARISH COUNCIL UPDATES 

Parish Councillor Mike Coles, Chair of the Sefton Area Partnership of 
Local Councils (SAPLC) gave a brief verbal update from the Parish 
Councils.

RESOLVED:

That Mr. Coles be thanked for his presentation.

9. APPOINTMENTS TO AREA PARTNERSHIPS 

The Council, at its meeting on 16 May 2017, had requested this 
Committee to make appointments to the following bodies:-

 Crosby Area Partnership – one member of the Crosby locality;
 Formby Area Partnership – one member of the Formby locality; and
 Sefton East Partnership – one member of the Sefton East locality

Resolved: that the following appointments be made:-

(i) Crosby Area Partnership – Councillor M. Roche;
(ii) Formby Area Partnership – Councillor C. Page and
(iii) Sefton East Partnership – Councillor P. McKinley

10. LIVERPOOL CITY REGION RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN (2) 2018 - 2028 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Locality Services – 
Commissioned informing Members of the production of the Draft 
Combined Authority Liverpool City Region Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan 2018-2028 and the commencement of the consultation period.

RESOLVED:

That the contents of the report and the Draft Combined Authority Liverpool 
City Region Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2018-2028, together with the 
process for making comments on the draft plan be noted.

11. AREA MANAGEMENT 
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The Committee considered the report of the Head of Communities on area 
management activities that had taken place in Harington, Ravenmeols, 
Blundellsands, Church, Manor, Victoria, Molyneux, Park and Sudell 
Wards.

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

12. BUDGET MONITORING 

The Committee considered the report of the Head of Communities that 
provided information on available resources for the Committee and 
progress on those items approved at previous meetings.

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

In accordance with the scheduled programme of meetings, the next 
meeting will be held on Wednesday 13 September 2017 at Crosby 
Lakeside Adventure Centre, Cambridge Road, Waterloo, L22 1RR 
commencing at 18:30.


